Date:
To: Historic Preservation Ordinance review committee

Jim Jarvis jjarvis@bsb.mt.gov  , Karen Byrnes kbyrnes@bsb.mt.gov , Kate Hampton KHampton@mt.gov , Robert Edwards redwards@silverbowpm.com , Steve Hinick stevehinick@yahoo.com , Dave Stratton dstratton@DOWLHKM.com , Kelly Rose kelyros59701@yahoo.com 
Cc: Ernie Richards, HPC chair gq_rph@q.com 
I’m writing to express my opposition to the proposed revisions to the Historic Preservation ordinance, for the following reasons:

1. The revisions gut the existing ordinance, and mandate suggestions with no way to enforce even those suggestions, let alone anything meaningful. The revised ordinance has no value as a means of preserving Butte’s cultural heritage.

2. The revisions mandate those suggestions for both design review and for demolition, but no suggestion is binding on an applicant. There is no provision for denying any demolition request; in fact, to the contrary, the revisions codify the idea that all demolition requests will be explicitly permitted, irrespective of any response by the applicant to the “suggestions.”

3. The revised proposal effectively removes the Historic Preservation Commission as a body of any use, and replaces its duties with the sole discretion of the Historic Preservation Officer.

4. The revisions eliminate the Local Register, which is an excellent means for individual property owners to protect and preserve their personal efforts to maintain Butte’s historic heritage as represented by their own property.  I would like to receive copies of the application and requirements and obligations for the local register (please send to the address below).
5. The revisions eliminate from consideration as historic many valuable, and truly historic properties outside the boundaries of the defined National Historic Landmark District. 

6. The proposed demolition by neglect sections do nothing to promote preservation, but simply invoke the community decay ordinance. 

In summary, I oppose revising the present Historic Preservation Ordinance.

Sincerely,

Name/Email/mailing address

