Minutes

Nov. 9, 2004

Toni Seccomb’s Studio

Call to Order 7:10

Attendees: Bob Benson, Cindi Shaw, Mykl Meagher, Carrie Kiely, Carol Westine, Larry Smith, Irene Schiedecker, Kelly Rose, Denys (Den) Dutton, Julie Crowley, Mike Byrnes, Phyllis Schatz, Dick Gibson, Toni Seccomb.

October meeting minutes read and approved

Special Discussion:

Mike Byrnes, Cindi, and Den Dutton, spoke about their work on various Uptown buildings and their first season of offering tours of the buildings; their plans are for a variety of tours of old Butte buildings with living history. This fall they are concentrating on cleaning out and opening the Stevens Building (SE corner of Park and Montana). All are invited to a work party, or just a tour, Sunday at the Stevens. (after 9 AM). The group is looking to CPR for help in funding restoration and painting of the tower at the corner.

The crew also worked on te Speakeasy, Barber shop, Hotel at Stevens, the Hamilton building, and 117 No. Main (the old Toggery), in that building, Dashiell Hammett had office upstairs, and they have found, documented, and are preserving a lot of stuff. Cindi had a binder of letters and other paperwork in a binder. Jeff Francis is letting the group open have a free reign in their work on the buildings, he has provided some furnishings for the displays and tours. Hopefully, a good number of the buildings will be open by next summer for tours.

Reports and Announcements

URA Mtgs.-Julie reported on the last meeting, a loan default from Tom Wilde on the Irish Times was discussed; URA voted to support Jeff Francis’ antique show scheduled for next year, improvements on the BSW buildings on the Galena buildings were approved.

Committee Reports

Education ( All were notified that the website sitting idly, in need of ever more content; Dick recently added the Montana Tech student writing reports; Bob Benson has finished his YMCA write-up and will get it to Dick.; Other building projects include the Tate Hotel (Irene), Broadway 215 (Carol); other suggestions were the Teapot Dome gas station at Granite and Wyoming and the Cain Hotel; someone suggested adding photos of buildings in County ownership from the revised tax sale list: Irene will send Nathan around for pictures of these for the website. Printing of business cards was suggested, so we could hand out CPR’s name and various addresses to people, Dick offered to print some up

Salvage ( Irene went to the Missoula salvage store and saw that they used palettes with 2x4's for shelving; Larry suggested having a workday when the weather turns bad; Irene said she had some fluorescent fixtures to donate, Larry might be interested in buying them.

Ordinance and Oversight (O&O)( We met with Rick Larsen, nobody picked up properties at tax sale; all properties were offered for assessed values, which was a change. Mykl feels that the days of bulldozing are over.

Building Improvement Fund --Les Chagnon said that he knows that the VuVilla building needs finishing.

Old Business
516 W. Granite—Developer’s packet coming out–sometime.

O’Rourke Building( Plans; Minneapolis guy will be back around third week of December, and may need someone to show him around–Carol might be out of town. He did ask about the availability/need for parking. Harp Cote owns vacant lot to north, and expressed that he will need it for parking for his other building; we brought up that evening use may require leasing nearby lots. Larry suggested taking down our ugly snow fence; James went in and repaired plastic on windows.

New Business
Mothballing pamphlet is being worked on by Tech students. The Nov 30 deadline for National Trust grants may be useful for Cindi and the MaiWah; Larry will forward copies of the email to them.

Mykl discussed the possibility of a “Historical easement” law, a new program in Montana. He suggested we look into it as a group that could hold / watch“easements” on historical properties in Butte. We need to be sure our bylaws would handle this

.

Next Meetings: Party/reception at the Broadway Café, 6 PM, Tuesday Dec. 14; Paper --Larry will get info to the Standard.
