MONTANA CELEBRATES ITS HISTORIC PLACES AND OUTSTANDING PRESERVATIONISTS
The Montana Historical Society hosted the 2005 Biennial Historic Preservation Awards on Thursday, January 20 at the Montana Club in Helena.  These awards recognize the outstanding efforts of those who have worked to save and honor historic buildings and preserved properties across Montana.  As has been for the past twenty years, it was a special event that drew together many unsung heroes who dedicate their energies to preserving the best of our collective past.
Lieutenant Governor Bohlinger presented the awards, which honor individuals and organizations that have made significant contribution to the preservation of our significant places.  In addition, owners of the twenty-seven properties listed in the National Register of Historic Places over the past two years received certificates of registration.

Alberton resident Chuck Mead received the Local Preservationist Award for his work to preserve and interpret the Mullan Road in Mineral County.  His efforts also include identifying other historic transportation routes and helping to publish book on Mineral County history.

Butte Citizens for Preservation and Revitalization received the Community Action Award in recognition of their continued work to save the historic buildings of that city.  Accepting the award are several members of Butte CPR: Mitzi Rossillon, Jim Warner, Larry Smith, James & Kelly Rose, Carol Westine, Irene & Don Scheidecker, and Andrea & Don Stierle.  Through their positive, hands-on participation in the civic life of Butte, they are creating a greater understanding that Butte’s historic architecture is what makes Butte what it is.  And that is something worth fighting for!
Barb Pahl, Director of the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s Mountains/Plains Office, was given the SHPO Special Award, with thanks for her dedication to the state.  From saving the Red Buses of Glacier National Park to negotiating the preservation of rock art in Weatherman Draw, Barb has been a steadfast supporter of Montana’s most precious cultural resources.

The Governor’s Special Award celebrated the restoration of the Doncaster Round Barn at Twin Bridges.  Owners Allan and Phyllis Hamilton, together with ranch manager George Trischman and local carpenter Bob Lancaster, invested their time and expertise to bring this local landmark back to its former glory.  

